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Jatzari Abonce
My name is Jatzari (Jat-zar-ee) Abonce (Ah-bon-say) but my
friends know me as Jet! I am from Elgin, Illinois and I am a
graduate from Augustana College. I majored in Communications
and Mass Communications and Multimedia Journalism (MJMC)
with a minor in Spanish. While my time at ISU, I am excited to
continue my interests within the Public Relations and Mass
Media areas of communication. I absolutely love shopping and
drinking iced coffee. YES, I drink iced coffee even in the winter.
But when I’m not at the store, I like to spend my time learning
new skills on how to edit videos, as well as creating graphic
designs, all while listening to my favorite playlists on Spotify!
I’m looking forward to meeting everyone.

Kathleen Craven
Hi! I graduated from McKendree University in Lebanon, Illinois
in May 2020 with a bachelor’s in Communication and Public
Relations. I am super excited to spend the next two years here
at ISU! I am originally from Crestwood, Illinois - a town about 30
minutes south of Chicago. I have enjoyed several areas of
Communication, but my biggest interests include mass media.
My favorite things in life include my 15-year-old cat, Taylor
Swift, Dunkin’, and true-crime television. I am so excited to meet
you all!

Caitlin Crutcher
Hello! My name is Caitlin Crutcher, I am originally from
Farmington, Michigan and graduated from Central Michigan
University with a bachelor’s degree in Communication with a
minor in Spanish. I originally became interested in the field of
communication for its versatility but eventually found my
passion in intercultural communication and CMC specifically
through the perspective of social activism. I spent most of my
undergrad career very involved in social justice work on
campus through various involvements and hope to continue this
passion while at ISU through my graduate studies. When I am
not focused on school, I enjoy staying busy by working out,
painting, shopping and spending time with my friends. I am also
a very large fan of dogs and miss my pups Chloe and Zuko
dearly. I am very excited to meet everyone and getting the most
out of my experience at Illinois State!

Madeline Dalponte
Hello, everyone! My name is Madeline DalPonte and I’m from
Chicago, Illinois. I attended undergrad right here at Illinois State
and received my bachelor’s in Mass Media. My areas of interest
include Mass Communication and Organizational
Communication. I am a huge movie buff and I especially love
Marvel and Disney movies!

Sadie Dunnett
Hi! My name is Sadie and I’m from Quispamsis, New Brunswick,
Canada. I graduated from Houghton College in May 2019 with a
bachelor’s degree in Business and Communication. This past
year, I was the Promotions Director for Acadia Broadcasting in
Saint John, NB and then decided to come to ISU to continue my
education. I am most looking forward to studying mass media
and PR, and hope to find a job in social media management
upon graduation! I love spending time outdoors, whether
hiking, kayaking or any other outdoor activity, and long drives
with well thought out playlists. I’m really looking forward to
exploring around the Bloomington-Normal area and to starting
the program!

Kelcie Eminian
Hey there! I graduated from Bradley University back in
December, with a degree in Organizational Communication. I
really enjoy studying aspects of interpersonal, small group, and
mass media communication. I also minored in Journalism and
love to discover and share interesting stories. I’m originally
from Peoria, Il (so not too far away). In my free time, I enjoy
going for walks, listening to music, and checking out new coffee
places with my friends. I’m also a baseball fan (Go Cardinals!).
I’m so excited to work as a graduate assistant, continue my
studies, and make some new friends at ISU this year!

Brady Fritcher
I graduated from Illinois State University in May of 2019 with a
bachelor’s degree in Organizational and Leadership
Communication. I started college as an Agribusiness major, but
moved into the School of Communication after I spent my
freshman year as a high school basketball coach in LeRoy, IL
(my hometown) and decided that I wanted to pursue basketball
as a career. I then spent my next three years as a student
manager for the men’s basketball team at ISU, and after
graduation moved to Park Hills, Missouri to be an assistant
men’s basketball coach at Mineral Area College for the 20192020 season. I am now changing career paths but I’m not
entirely sure what I want to do, so I’m excited to get back to
school and continue exploring my interests.

Ian Gawron
Hello everybody, a little bit about me: I am from Iowa originally,
but I have family in Illinois. I graduated from University of Iowa
in 2015 and a master’s program at Suffolk University in 2017.
My formal studies have been in political science, public
administration, and international relations. I currently work at
Illinois State University in the Registrar’s Office as the
Coordinator of Curriculum Processes. In this position, I support
the academic catalog and assist faculty in making their
curriculum changes. For my interests: I mostly spend my free
time playing Dungeons and Dragons, reading classical literature
and philosophy, and playing video games. I also enjoy coffee
shops and art galleries. I am an old soul determined to learn
more about the world. I will be studying political rhetoric and I
am excited to learn about the communications discipline. I am
looking forward to meeting you all.

Marissa Jones
Hey! I’m Marissa, a May 2020 graduate of Illinois State
University where I received my bachelor’s degree in Public
Relations. I love how PR is multifaceted and versatile. My hope
is to go into Agency PR with a focus in Non-Profit. I am happy to
be a Redbird again! I am from Peoria, IL where I attended
Richwoods High School and graduated in 2016. I ran track for 8
years of my life. I am hardworking and sometimes an
overachiever. I have been employed at TJ Maxx since I was a
Junior in high school (September 2014). I am a proud member
of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. I enjoy eating, sleeping, and
networking with others. My guilty pleasure is peanut butter
snickers J I LOVE public speaking. My favorite quote is, “When
writing the story of your life, don’t let anyone else hold the pen”
I can’t wait to meet new people in grad school!

Annie Kamps
Hey y’all!After graduating from ISU in 2019 with my BS in
Communication, I spent the next year working as a personal
trainer and swim coach at the University of Illinois! My specific
area of interest is Interpersonal Communication because I love
being able to connect with all types of students while learning
new and exciting ways to become a better communicator,
partner, and friend! A few fun things about me- I have a Pitt Bull
named Ellie who is the love of my life, I own a personal training
company named “Freckle Fitness”, and I have been competing in
pageants since I was 16! I currently hold the title of Miss
Kankakee (Miss America Organization) and will be competing
for the title of Miss Illinois next June! Don’t forget to follow my
journey on Instagram at either @gestzug_hundin or
@misskankakee2020. I am beyond excited to be back at ISU and
have another opportunity to meet incredible people and share
my passion for communication with everyone!

Lindsey Kelso
Hi! My name is Lindsey Kelso, and I graduated from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in December with a
bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Communications and a
concentration in Advertising. I’m eager to continue my
education at Illinois State University to learn more about what I
want to do with my career! I’m highly interested in the
marketing and PR side of communications, but I am excited to
learn about a variety of disciplines. I’m from a small town in
Champaign county called St. Joseph and I graduated high school
in 2015! During undergrad, I was highly involved with the
student athletic board at Illinois, Illini Pride. This is the
umbrella organization that runs all of the student sections at
athletic events. During my spare time, I paint custom canvases
and more while running my (very) small art website and
Instagram. After class you can find me watching sports and
YouTube, listening to a podcast, and drinking a lot of coffee! I
can’t wait to meet my fellow communication classmates and
find the right career path for me!

Jasmyne Lee
Hey everyone, my name is Jasmyne. I’m from Chicago, Illinois
and I am a recent graduate from ISU. My bachelor’s is in
journalism and I have a minor in Women and Genders Studies.
I’m interested in public reactions, mass media and political
communication. I hope to go into public affairs or aid in political
elections for my career, but I may also teach. My hobbies include
fashion designing, culinary arts and singing. I look forward to
meeting all of you while I move into this new journey!

Evan Lobdell
Hello! My name is Evan Lobdell and I just graduated from
Luther College this past spring with a bachelor's degree in
Communication Studies and English, and a minor in journalism.
I decided to pursue Communication Studies at Illinois State
University because I have always had a passion for studying the
power that language has in our world and how we use it to
connect with others. At Luther, I was a member of the Nordic
Choir and had the opportunity to tour and share music in
Colorado, Texas, and Germany, and spent time in an acapella
group and helping tutor some of our public address courses.
Some of my hobbies include discovering and listening to a lot of
music, playing guitar and ukulele, exercising, and writing. I can't
wait to meet everybody in the program and make a lot of great
memories in these next two years!

Tyler Martin
Heyo, I graduated way back in 2008 from Western Oregon
University with a B.S. in Speech Communication. While still in
school, I started working for the Oregon Water Resources
Department, and I have spent the last 12 years working as a
natural resource professional, diving into environmental policy,
enforcement, law, politics, and science and tech. I am stoked for
the opportunity to continue my education at ISU as I have long
been intrigued by the intersection of environmental and
intercultural communication. My hobbies include backpacking,
kayaking, anything remotely cartographic or hydrologic – then
balancing the outdoor activity with reading and binging Aaron
Sorkin shows. I am looking forward to meeting all of you.

Bre Merritt
Hi there! I graduated from Western Illinois University in 2017
with a bachelor’s degree in Broadcast Journalism. I was hired on
at a TV station in Peoria but I soon discovered that news wasn’t
where my heart was at. So I made my way to State Farm. I now
work on their social media team, and hope to work my way up
in other communication fields within the company. I’m
particularly interested in Public Relations and mass media. I’m
originally from the Quad Cities, but have resided in Bloomington
since I graduation from WIU. I have a couple side businesses.
I’m a photographer and videographer for weddings, portraits
and other events. I also own an artificial floral business. I LOVE
writing. Ever since I was little, I’d write stories, songs,
poems…you name it, I probably dabbled in it. I now write short
stories, and am working on a fictional novel. I’m excited to go
back to school to continue my education and further my passion
for communications. I can’t wait to meet my classmates and
broaden my knowledge in the field.

Maura Monahan
Hello! My name is Maura Monahan and I am from Lemont, IL. I
recently graduated from Illinois State University with a
bachelor’s degree in Mass Media. I fell in love with ISU the first
time around and that’s how I knew it would be a great fit for
graduate school! I really like Mass Media because I think it
brings all of my interests together. I love graphic design and
photography. I am also very interested in social media and how
people interact with each other on different platforms. Some of
my favorite things to do are going to concerts, hanging out with
my sister, and going shopping. I can’t wait to meet everyone and
start this new journey!

Lucille Nixon
Hi! My name is Luci! I recently graduated from Illinois State
University in May with a bachelor’s degree in Communication. I
love that I will be attending ISU for another two years because
Bloomington-Normal has become my home over the past five
years. Before my undergraduate, I attended Bismarck Henning
High School. Bismarck is a very small town in central Illinois so
coming to ISU was a giant adjustment for me. I currently work
for Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) and mainly
work with middle school and high school students to help them
with their post-secondary education options. During my free
time I love to try new restaurants and travel. I recently moved
to downtown Bloomington and I’m getting very antsy to try all
the new restaurants (post quarantine). I’m very excited to meet
everyone (even if it's through zoom) and to start my graduate
degree!

Eduardo Rico
Hello! I graduated from Illinois State University (ISU) in May of
2019 with as a double major in Political Science and
Communication Studies. I’m really excited to start studying
interpersonal and organizational communication at a graduate
level over the next two years. A little bit about myself, I am from
Washington, a small town that is about forty-five minutes away
from ISU and spent four years in the military. When I am not
working or studying, I am usually at a thrift store trying to find a
furniture peace to refurbish. I also enjoy cooking and taking
care of my hedgehog named Prince Philip. I’m looking forward
to teaching and meeting all my classmates

Andrew Rodriguez
Hello! I am from Grayslake and graduated from Northern Illinois
University with a bachelor’s degree in Nutrition, Dietetics, and,
Wellness. I want to continue my education in instructional
communication due to my passion for teaching. My hobbies
include working out and playing video games on my Nintendo
Switch. I am excited to meet my classmates, mentors, and
professors this upcoming semester.

Isabela Scaturro
Hello there! I am from Granite City, Illinois and just graduated
from McKendree University in Lebanon, Illinois with a degree in
Communication Studies and a minor in public relations. I am
most interested in studying Intercultural Communication, and I
enjoy Gender and Communication as well. I love to watch
movies and am a speech and debate alum. My days are mostly
spent walking my dog Mollie and/ or taking bike rides. I also
love the outdoors! I am super excited to meet new people and
go on this new adventure at Illinois State!

Samantha Schultz
Hello everyone! I was born and raised in a tiny 600 person town
called South Wilmington but have lived in Bloomington-Normal
since 2015 when I moved here to attend ISU. I graduated from
ISU with my bachelors degree in Public Relations in 2017, so I
am excited to be back in the School of Communication again! I
work in the wedding and event industry, and when I’m not busy
with that I love spending time with my family and friends doing
anything.. I just love being around other people! I believe talking
walks outside is good for the soul and enjoy doing that usually
every day that it’s nice out with my family. This period of social
distancing gave us lots of time to enjoy the outdoors and walk
all over Bloomington-Normal! I am so excited to meet everyone!

Bobby Selzer
Hello, my name is Bobby Selzer and I was born and raised in
Normal, IL. I have two bachelor’s degrees from Illinois State
University, a Political Science degree in 2015 and a
Communication degree in 2020. I am 31 years old and recently
had my first daughter, Gia, with my wife Nicole. I am an avid
Chicago sports fan and love movies and pop culture. I am the
GTA for COM 161 with Dr. McHale. Looking forward to meeting
you!

Ja Tavia Stoot
My name is Ja Tavia Myria Stoot. I am from La Porte, Texas
originally (outskirts of Houston). I graduated from Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi in 2019 with my bachelor’s in
Communication Studies. My study interests are interpersonal,
intercultural, educational, and Public Relations. I am a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. I am outgoing and
friendly and best described as an ENFJ. I currently have one dog
and fitness is my biggest hobby.

Kaitlyn Sullivan
Hi Everyone! I graduated from Virginia Tech with a bachelor’s
degree in Communication with a focus in Public Relations. I
originally was a biochemistry major however at Tech I realized
that it wasn’t a great fit for me. I then sat down with a list every
major that they had available and for some reason P.R. stuck out
to me, since then my love and interest in communication has
only grown! Personally, I am really interested in multicultural
communication as well as mass media. I am from
Fredericksburg, Virginia; a small city in between Washington
D.C. and Richmond, Virginia. However, my aunt is an ISU
alumnus so I’ve known about ISU all of my life. I enjoy cooking,
hiking, and working as I have had between 2 and 3 jobs
throughout college. I’m super excited to meet and get to know
everyone!

Coy Suprunowski
My name is Coy Suprunowski, I graduated from Illinois State
University in 2020 with a Bachelor’s of Science in
Communication: Organizational and Leadership. I’m from Pekin,
Illinois which is about 50 minutes away from BloomingtonNormal. I transferred from Illinois Central College to ISU in
2018. I am particularly interested in the inner workings of
organizations such as managerial and communicative processes,
marketing, and PR. During my undergraduate career, I was a
member of the 2019 Welcome Week Student Crew and Lambda
Pi Eta. I completed the ISU Leads Leadership Certificate
Program, LeaderShape, Leaders of Social Change, I am the
former President of the Play for Peace RSO, I earned a certificate
in Mental Health First Aid and I completed 5 professional
internships upon graduation. I’m also thankful to have had the
opportunity to participate in several community service
projects with Community Engagement and Service Learning and
Catholic Charities of West Tennessee. In 2019, I was the proud
recipient of the Lloyd and Mary Watkins Endowed
Communication Studies Scholarship. Upon graduation, I was
awarded the Outstanding Senior Award in Communication
Studies at ISU. Starting this fall, I will be the Marking and
Communication GA for Career Services and the new Vice
President of the Lambda Pi Eta RSO. I am grateful for all of the
opportunities ISU has presented me with and I can’t wait to
continue my efforts as a graduate student. I look forward to
working with everyone in the department!

Erianne Thedorf
Hello Redbirds! My name is Erianne Thedorf, I am 22 years old,
and I am originally from Lindenhurst, Illinois! I just recently
received my Bachelor of Science Degree from Illinois State
University in May of 2020. I majored in Organizational and
Leadership Communication and minored in Writing! I am
looking forward to graduate school and am interested in
communication education, pedagogy, and organizational
communication. After I finish my master’s degree, I would love
to continue my schooling and either receive my Ed.D. or Ph.D. to
become a professor at a four-year university. I love reading,
cooking/baking, pit bulls, DIY projects, and camping! I also am a
diehard fan of the band JOHNNYSWIM and John Mayer. If you
ever want to learn how to sew or make earrings, I am your girl!

Zach Thornhill
Hello, my name is Zach Thornhill and I am from Lee's Summit
Missouri. I graduated from the University of Nebraska- Lincoln
in May of 2020 with a bachelor's degree in Criminology/
Criminal Justice, and minors in Communication Studies,
National Security Studies, and Political Science. I will be
working on my master's degree in Communication Studies over
the next 2 years while also being the assistant debate coach for
ISU. I have participated in competitive debate, coaching and
competing, for over 8 years now. Some of my passions in life
include being outdoors hunting and fishing, as well as watching
and playing sports. I am still celebrating the Chiefs winning the
super bowl and I make an effort to watch every game that I can.
Debate is what sparked my interest in Communication Studies
as I want to get further in depth on the study of rhetoric and
persuasion. I think it is one of the skills that many people lack or
mishandle. I look forward to getting to see and work with all of
you in the coming years.

Jennifer Zheng
Hi everyone! My name is Jennifer Zheng and I’m from Fresno,
California. I just graduated this past May from California State
University, Fullerton where I received two degrees in political
science and human communications. My areas of interest are in
computer mediated communication and instructional
communication. Some of my current hobbies are trying out new
food places, drinking excessive amounts of iced coffee and boba,
and making new friends. I am really excited to meet everyone
and ecstatic to be a Redbird!

